
Souhrada Family Reunion - U.S.A. #39 

CEDAR FALLS, IOWA – AUGUST 5, 2023

THANKS TO DAVE & CHERIE SOUHRADA, JANEL STEPHENS, 
AND BARB ERICKSON

AND THANKS TO GARY AND TAMMY WILLIMACK FOR

THE KOLACHES!

AND THANK YOU ALL FOR ATTENDING!



How are we all related?
(Version 2.0)



Answer: We share a common ancestor…

…which is Jan Souhrada, (B: 1630 in Jamny) and 

to Anna (b: 1635 in Záhoří)  

Jan’s parents, his grandparents, and 

we can speculate several more 

generations beyond lived in Jamny 

cottage #4 with reports of Souhrada's 

there back to 1540.  

We do not know much about them or 

their daily lives, but we know that they 

were born into a cruel and brutal time 

and place in history. Jamny #4



How do we know these things?

Because several individuals have dedicated countless hours researching 
Souhrada family history and genealogy. We owe Jiri Souhrada a big thanks for 

researching and documenting early Souhrada’s in Bohemia (Czech Republic) 



And we are so grateful…
…to others who have researched Souhrada family history and genealogy, with special 

thanks to Velma Vanicek Flynn, Frank Souhrada III, Karen Williams Souhrada, Anton 

Vanicek, and many others.



Czech geography 101…



Souhrada ancestral villages in the Czech Republic



Willimacks ancestral village



What was it like to be living living in the early part of the 17th century?

They lived during a time of harsh serfdom called 

“villeinage”. Most of the people who worked the land 
did not own it. The wealthy landowner controlled every 

aspect of their lives. They could not leave the land, 

marry, or even stay on the land without his lord’s 

approval. They were required to spend time working the 

lord’s manor and could be conscripted into the military 

to fight and die in wars they knew little about.

The 30 years’ war lasted from1618 to 1648. It remains one 

of the longest and most brutal wars in human history, 

with more than 8 million casualties resulting from military 

battles as well as from the famine and disease caused 

by the conflict.

With Emperor Ferdinand II’s ascension to head of state of the Holy Roman Empire, one of 
Ferdinand II’s first actions was to force citizens of the empire to adhere to Roman 
Catholicism. This negated a key tenet of the 1555 “Peace of Augsburg” which declared 
“whose realm, his religion,” which allowed the princes of states within the realm to adopt 

either Lutheranism/Calvinism or Catholicism.

Ferdinand II: The Counter-Reformation Emperor



Cerveny Ujezdec

#4

#5

#6

Červený Újezdec is a castle in  the district of Písek. It was founded by lords 

from Švamberk in the years 1554–1572, when the village used to be part of the 

Zvík estate. The grounds of the castle are protected as a cultural monument . 



Jamny #6

Jamny #5

Jamny #4



165 years after Jan’s birth, in 1795, Jan 

Souhrada, Martin’s great grandson 

moves from Jamny to Dobešice, and 

marries Rosalia Karafiat-Filipova. He dies 

in house # 11 in 1847. Rosalia was from 

house # 27. 

Dobešice 11

Dobešice 27



In 1839, Tomas Souhrada, the youngest of Jan 

and Roslia’s 12 children marries Marie Zak. 28 

years later, Tomas and family leave Bohemia 

and travel to Spillville Iowa. They travel on the 

ship Emil via Bremen Germany to Baltimore.

They both later moved to Tabor SD where 

they died in 1896 and 1898 respectively. 



In 1690, Jan’s other son Gregor, his wife 

Anna Kucerova and family move to 

Horni Záhoří #8, the largest plot in the 

settlement from ancient times. 
Záhoří #8



In 1690, Jan’s other son Gregor, his wife 

Anna Kucerova and family move to 

Horni Záhoří #8, the largest plot in the 

settlement from ancient times. 
Záhoří #8



Vaclav Souhrada takes us inside Horni Záhoří #8



Unknown Souhradas



Summer kitchen - Horni Záhoří #8



Horni Záhoří #8



Horni Záhoří #8



Inside Vaclav and 

Ludmilla Souhrada’s 

Jamny home 



Inside Vaclav and 

Ludmilla Souhrada’s 

Jamny home 



From Horni Záhoří to Novosedly
In 1720, our “Iowa branch” ancestor, Vitus “Kovar” 
Souhrada and family moved to 

#2 & #3 Dolni Novosedy. 



Kovar? Bohaty? Komas? 

        Why the different surnames?

• This was due to a common practice referred to as 

surnames "after the roof“

• It was common in those days when a man who 

married a widow or a farmer's daughter and 

moved into her house to take her surname. Their 

children could take either surname.

• In1786, the emperor announced a decree which 

told people who used multiple surnames to 

choose only one of them.





House #2 still stands today.

#2 Dolni Novosedly in 2011

As it looked in 2019 



As it looked in 2022: 





Czech Lunch - #20 Dolni Novosedly







Matej was born on a winter day in January 1796 in house # 2 

Dolni Novosedly, the 11th (of 13) children of Jan Komas 

Souhrada and Eva Styblova. At least 5 of his siblings would 

not live to adulthood.

Anna Stara was born in March 1795 in house # 11, Oslov, CZ. 

In 1814, they were married in Anna’s hometown of Oslov, 

presumably at the Church of Saint Leonard of Noblac, …he 

was 18 and she 20.

In 1840 they inherit House #2, Dolni Novosedly

Church of Saint Leonard of Noblac

For the Iowa branch, our first common ancestor is 

Matej “Komas” Souhrada & Anna Stara

The street where Anna grew up



Matej Komas Souhrada and 
Anna Stara 

- They had nine children (the first five of 
those over a six-year period!)

- Tragedy struck in March of 1822 when their 
oldest and youngest children die 10 days 
apart…Josef (age 7) and Barbora (age 1)

- Matej Komas died at age 70, his wife Anna 
at 60. They are buried in St. Michael’s 
cemetery in Záhoří in a common grave 
shared by many of their ancestors and 
many of their decendents.



There are many Souhrada’s from different houses 

and generations all buried at St. Michael’s.



Two of their children emigrated 
to America…

Matej J. in 1870, at age 37, and…

Jan Nepomucky in about 1880, at 
age 62 (Note: two of Jan’s children precede him to America)

Oldest son Frantisek, (Jiri’s 
great-grandfather) stays in 
Bohemia and inherits house #2 
and farm

Matej Komas Souhrada and Anna Stara 



Matej J. Souhrada (1833–1905)

Veronika Luzum (1835–1912)

- In1870, the family set out for 

America with six-year-old son 

Johann, four-year-old daughter 

Anna, and 11 mo. old infant son 

Thomas 

- Also with the family was their 18-

year-old nephew Vaclav 
Souhrada (oldest son of Jan N.). 

- They came on the sailing ship 

"Amaranth“ (along with 324 other 

immigrants!) The bark Amaranth 



- “The poorest wandered to the port on foot, others 

traveled by train where a traveling company’s 

agent awaited them. At seaports the people waited 

for their ships a long time, which further increased 

their travel expense.”



Jan (John) Nepomucky 

Souhrada (about 1818 -1918)

Born in Dolni Novosedly #3, Jan had 15 

children…11 from first wife Barbora Anna 

Hanova

- in 1867, (Jan is now 49) their oldest daughter 

Barbara (age 21), and her husband Michael W. 

Wosoba emigrate to America with infant 

daughter Anna. (Note: Other Wosoba’s had preceded 

them. The Wosoba’s and Souhrada's lived in neighboring 

villages in Bohemia as they do, even today.)

- Three years later oldest son Vaclav leaves for 

America with his uncle. (Jan’s brother Matej J.)

Jan begins to make plans to go to America with 

the entire family, but…

- remaining oldest child (Rose) marries and 

wants to stay in Bohemia and…

- wife Barbora dies (at age 54).

Louka #8



Jan (John) Nepomucky Souhrada (about 1818 -1918)

- Five months after Barbora’s death, Jan marries Anna 

Ticha/Tichy in 1878. They have four children, two born in 
Bohemia.

- In about 1880 Jan emigrates to Iowa. 

- In September of 1881, Anna makes the journey to Iowa 

with:

- Her daughter Mary

- Their infant son Michael, and three of Jan’s other children from his 

previous marriage

- John 

- Elizabeth “Lizzie”  

- Josefa “Josephine”

- John was living in Oxford Junction at the time of his death. Some 
sources, say he was 100, most records indicate mid to late 90’s.

1900 Federal Census



Jan (John) N. Souhrada sample articles (from souhrada.com)

https://souhrada.com/family/genealogy_files/ghtout/np10.htm#iin915


Jan N.’s oldest son Vaclav Souhrada (1851-1909)

Born in #3 Dolni Novosedly in October,1851 and 
emigrated to America in 1870. At age 27, he 
married Kathryn Bican (she was born in Pisek). 
They began farming on a homestead claim 
near Saratoga, IA where they had had 11 
children. ALL of them were born in the 
farmhouse pictured below.

In 1977 Vaclav’s farm became an Iowa “century 
farm” It is still owned by Souhrada’s today, 
Vaclav’s grandson Dalyn. It was the location of 
the second Souhrada Family Reunion held in 

1982. 



Jan N.’s youngest daughter Josefa/Josephine  

Souhrada (1870-1937)

Two months after oldest brother Vaclav leaves for America, Josephine 
Souhrada was born in 1870 at Dolni Novosedly #3. In 1881, she journeys to 
America with stepmother Anna, brother Jan, sisters Alzbeta, Mary and we 
think, Michael. In 1892 she marries Frank Wosoba and has 3 children, Otto, 
Hattie "Blanche“, and Mary "Lizzie" Elizabeth. 

1917(ca) Back-J.George Willimack,Blanche 

Wosoba,M.Eilzabeth Wosoba, Otto Wosoba-Front-

Lillian Willimack,Josie Souhrada Wosoba, Helen 

Willimack



They travel on the steamship “Herder” departing 

Hamburg Germany, September 28, 1881. They 

arrive 16 days later in New York.  

Back Row: Lavine Rassman(Greenslade), Fred Rassman Jr., Alice Short Rassman, Blanche 
Wosoba Willimack, Josie Souhrada Wosoba, J. George Willimack, Barbara Souhrada Wosoba, 
Lillian Willimack(Vacek) Kate Bican Souhrada, Anna Souhrada Rassman, M. Elizabeth Wosoba 
Vanicek, Antone Vanicek  Front Row: Helen Willimack (Vacek). Twins-Edwin and Edith(Tjaden) 
Willimack, Edna Willimack, Velma Vanicek, Otto Vanicek--Circa 1927 taken at George and 
Blanche Willimack's farm 3-4 miles NE of Oxford Junction, IA  (Note: there may be errors in 
caption)

Lavine Rassman(Greenslade), Velma Vanicek (Flynn), Otto Vanicek, 

Edith Willimack (Tjaden), Edna Willimack (Henningsen), Edwin Willimack



Please note that the following 3 slides were prepared 

specifically the 2023 reunion in the USA. The names of those 

attending are highlighted. The decedent trees are not a 

comprehensive list and omit others only for brevity.



Matej Komas Souhrada 

and Anna Stara decendents

➢ Franticek (Stayed in CZ)
➢ Jan

➢ Jan

➢ Jiri

➢ Matej J. (Emigrated in 1870)
➢ Frank C.

➢ Frank C. Jr.

➢ Pete
➢ Frank C. III

➢ Jan Nepomucky (Emigrated in 1892)

➢ Next Slide



➢ Some of Jan Nepomucky/Barbora 

Hanova’s children
➢ Barbora (Wosoba) 

➢ Anna (Henack)
➢ Antoinette (Burda)

➢ Viola (Powelka)
➢ Vaclav

➢ later slide 
➢ Josefa (Wosoba)

➢ Hattie “Blance” (Willimack)

➢ Helen (Vacek)

➢ Patricia (Lyon)

➢ Mona (Fuess)

➢ Edwin

➢ Gary Willimack

➢ Mary Elizabeth “Lizzie” (Vanicek)

➢ Anton Vanicek
➢ John

➢ Elizabeth (Jarvis)

➢ Velma (Flynn) 

➢ Paul 

➢ Rick 

➢ Barbara Jo (Erickson)

➢ Kathleen

➢ Maureen (Currier)

➢ Mike



➢ Vaclav Souhrada

➢ Vaclav
➢ George

➢ Rosemary (Knutson)
➢ Anna (Merrill)

➢ Deanna (Comstock)
➢ Emma (Stevenson)

➢ Anna “Annie” Katherine (Rassman)
➢ John Joseph Sr.

➢ Viola (Leslie)
➢ John Joseph Jr.

➢ Janel (Stephens)

➢ Dave
➢ Emil

➢ Cheryl (Lamon)
➢ Jane

➢ James
➢ Viola (Noska)
➢ Lavonne (Noska)
➢ Dona Mae (Urman)
➢ Dalyn
➢ Mary (Gerber)

➢ Barbara (Daws)
➢ Leota (Campbell)
➢ Harold

➢ Ron

➢ Darryl Daws
➢ Kathy (Rhodes)

➢ Martin
➢ Marlys (Gronwoldt)
➢ Darrell

➢ Martin
➢ Libbie (Prochaska)





The 12th Souhrada Reunion 
September 10th, 2023

- Hosted by Jiri and Vera Souhrada of Pisek, 
CZ 

- They will arrange for airport pickup in 
Prague and for local accommodations.

- Authentic Czech food, music, culture, and 
family exhibits
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